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NORMAPME is a European association representing 75 SME European, national and sectoral organizations. Craftsmen and SMEs from the construction sector are particularly well represented through several member organizations. NORMAPME is the unique European organization focused on small enterprise interests in the European standardization system.
(CEN/TC 33)
EUROPEAN STANDARDIZATION PROJECTS ON DOORS, WINDOWS, SHUTTERS, BUILDING HARDWARE AND CURTAIN WALLING (CEN/TC 33)
prEN14351-1
NORMAPME POSITION PAPER
NORMAPME considers the issues discussed in this Position Paper important for its members, as they are have an impact on the 2 million Small Enterprises, which are active in the Building industry. The standardization projects as discussed in this paper are an important area of that, although the issues highlighted are common to many of their activities. 

Hereafter our position on the standardization projects mentioned above.
1) Background : Area of CE marking application 
It seems obviously difficult to find a consensus on the area of CE marking application, because of several interpretations of the three following notions: 

· European market (meaning only trade with the Members States or including also trade inside each Members states) 

· Products / Construction works (French interpretation : Products if manufactured in a factory / Construction works if assembled on the building site) 
· Products put on the market (to put a product on the market means to commercialize the product. If the product is produced and operated on site by the same enterprise, it can not be considered as put on the market).

NORMAPME position for doors and windows (prEn14351-1)
If doors and windows are manufactured in a factory and commercialized, they enter the area of the CE marking application. 

If doors and windows are produced and operated on site by the same enterprise, they are not put on the market and are considered as part of the construction works. They are not concerned by the CE marking application.

2) series and non series production
· The standard draft definition prEN14351-1 (N1555) (Annex ZA) gives the following definitions :
“Series production

manufacturing of the standardized range of products based on standard components. Those products and their field of application (e.g. dimension, weight) are offered by means of published catalogues or advertised in any other ways”
“Individual and non-series production

manufacturing of products designed for special purposes and which do not in any way fulfill the requirement of series production. All the products shall be ordered for and installed in the same known work “
NORMAPME position
For NORMAPME, it is necessary to make a distinction between series and non-series production for doors and windows manufacturing.

NORMAPME agrees with the definitions given by the standard draft (as mentioned above).
Non-series production and CE marking

NORMAPME members consider that, non-series productions are under the scope of the Construction Products Directive, art. 13 point 5:
« In the case of individual (and non-series) production, a declaration of conformity in accordance with Annex III (2) (ii), third possibility {initial type-testing by the manufacturer (auto-test); 
and factory production control}, shall suffice, unless otherwise provided by the technical specifications for products which have particularly important implications for health and safety.»
Meanwhile, they consider that the Factory Control Production is not suitable for small enterprises (see 4.).
3) Initial Type Testing (ITT) transferred towards input suppliers
According to the item (7.3.2.) of the standard draft definition prEN14351-1 (N1555), the ITT can be transferred towards input suppliers:
“Where the product is manufactured from components of a design system (e.g. profiles, hardware, glazing or weather stripping purchased from an external, identified supplier or profiles manufactured by means of machining tools purchased from an identified producer) then the ITT of the product can be omitted provided that:

· All documentation and tests performed by the supplier or the tool producer are in accordance with this European Standard or other non contradicting European Standards;

· The supplier’s or tool producer’s test specimen(s) are representative of those used in the manufacturer’s product range or part of it (see 7.2.1);

· The components are assembled by the manufacturer in accordance with the supplier’s or tool producer’s instructions ensuring that there is no reduction in the stated performance values.”
NORMAPME position
NORMAPME agrees with this proposal.

The manufacturing of doors and windows concerns a wide range of craftsmen and SMEs.

Making ITT compulsory for all those hundred thousands of enterprises all over Europe is totally unrealistic. The solution suggested recognizes that craftsmen and SMEs are assembling components, in accordance with the supplier’s instructions. It is their specific know how of doing so in a very quality minded, customer tailored way that is the very reason for existence of the SME in this field.
4) Factory Control Production
The Construction Products Directive (89/106/CE), and consequently the standard draft prEN14351-1, foresee that attestation of conformity systems include Initial Type Testing and Factory Control Production. 
NORMAPME Position

NORMAPME members are not opposed to control of production.

However they think that the factory control production as it is currently conceived, is not suitable for small enterprises and that it is necessary to foresee a system and guides written according to their practical way of working and very easy to apply by craftsmen and SMEs. 
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